We are Walther, honoring our past, changing with the times, preparing for our pathway to the future.
From the desk of our Advancement Director.

May, 2021

Tim Bouman, Head of School
Warm greetings from Walther in the name of our Risen Lord! As
we near the end of a school year we will never forget, I want to
first take this opportunity to thank everyone who has supported
us. Thanks to you, we are simply a better school, more able to
fulfill our mission of spiritual growth and academic excellence in a
diverse, Christ-centered environment. Please know how much
you are appreciated!
As the calendar nears Summer, daily life at Walther has gotten
incredibly busy. What a contrast to the empty hallways of a year
ago! Nearly 70% of our students are now fully in-person, with the
remainder still opting to learn remotely. The classrooms and
hallways are abuzz with final projects, presentations, AP Exams,
“Promposals,” and the joy of learning. After school, we are just as
busy! Thanks to an unusual sports schedule this year, football just
completed its season and now our baseball, softball, boys’ volleyball, wrestling, and track
teams are in full swing! We are blessed to be able to safely participate, and all of our athletes
get Covid-tested weekly. Just as exciting, the drama department will be staging an outdoor
musical in June, so play rehearsals are once again a part of Walther’s daily life. The majority of
our seniors have decided where they attend college next year and will be off to such schools as
Concordia University Chicago, Knox, Gustavus Adolphus, U of I at Urbana-Champaign, UIC,
Loyola, DePauw, and others. We know they will represent Walther well, wherever they go. I
look forward to reporting on graduation, summer at Walther, and plans for next year in a future
update. Until then, as always, Go Broncos!

Sally Ruecking, Director of Advancement
It's May, and the school grounds have never looked better! In spite
of the year we have had, we have continued to press on! Thank
you for your support of this wonderful school! Speaking of our
grounds, a new “wave” of pavers were ordered and are being
engraved now. We hope these new pavers will be installed by
June. Please come visit Walther and take a look around!
Recently we were awarded a $5,000 grant from the WingStop
Foundation. The grant was written to enhance our STEM Classroom (Science, Technology,

Engineering, and Math) taught by Mrs. Vanessa Ueltzen. Thanks to CLEF (Chicagoland Lutheran
Educational Foundation) the entire STEM room is being renovated. We believe that increased STEM
programs will attract new families and their students to Walther. STEM has been proven to improve
creativity, increase team collaboration, develop communication skills, empower critical thinking skills,
boost creativity and improve cognitive skills. Whether our students prefer to go on to receive a college
education or an alternative program, STEM will set them on a great path for their futures. We are so
grateful to WingStop Foundation and CLEF!
Our 2021 Semi-Annual Appeal “Raise Your Hands, Open Your Hearts, Change Lives” was recently
mailed. In addition, it has been emailed to you. I hope that you enjoyed some of the comments from
our grateful students. Please support this campaign to the fullest extent you can. As the last Lutheran
High School in Chicagoland, campaigns, appeals, and events are crucial to the work that we do and
the students whom we serve! Thank you!
And please don’t forget to register for our first ever Bucking Bronco 5 K Run/Walk that is being held
on Saturday, June 5. Please register today to allow time to order your t-shirts! If you cannot RUN WALK! And, if you cannot WALK-STROLL! We are not allowing spectators, but you can watch and
participate from the sidelines if you pay $5.00 to be on the field. You will receive a wristband so that
our volunteers know you are part of the Bucking Bronco event! Come hear Mayor Serpico welcome
the crowd, and listen to the fantastic musicians led by our very own Ms. Samantha Rose! The race
starts right on our football field! Please arrive between 7:45 am and 8:30 am. I hope to see you
there!

Thank you to Concordia University Chicago, the Village of Melrose Park, the Lutheran Church
Extension Fund, St. John's Lutheran Church of Lombard, UKANDU, Able Printing, and Fleet
Feet of Elmhurst for sponsoring our upcoming Bucking Bronco 5K! Sponsorships mean that
our expenses for events are fully covered so that every dollar from our participants and donors
goes directly to our school.
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Aiden Koehne

Dana Murray,
Director of Finance

My name is Aiden and I'm a junior at
Walther. I really enjoy Walther and its
sense of community and family and its
openness. Walther has played a role in my
life for many years and being here as a
student has really helped me see Walther
as more than just classes. I participate in
Wind Ensemble, Jazz Band, Praise Band,
Christian Minstrels, Student Council,
Drama, Golf, and Volleyball. These
extracurricular activities have helped me
stay busy and meet awesome new people
and grow my friendships with others.

A Walther education is a worthy one. I
appreciate the investment and sacrifices
that Bronco families and our faculty and
staff make to provide children with the
priceless gift of a Christ-centered, private
education. I have personally experienced
the benefits of a foundation rooted in faith
and individualized attention from veteran
teachers at Zion Summit. I see the same
dedication day in and day out from Walther
teachers and I’m committed to furthering
Walther’s mission.

Walther has also been great for
classes. The teachers really care about
you and what you hope to accomplish, and
they will help you reach your goals. I hope
to someday pursue political science or law
and Walther and its teachers have really

As Walther’s Director of Finance, I assist
families with tuition management, the
faculty and staff with human resources, and
the administration by managing the
school’s financial resources. I attended
Zion Lutheran School in Summit, Argo
Community High School, Illinois Wesleyan

helped me grow and find interest in that
field and also in music and more.
Editors Note: Aiden is currently on our
WCA Strategic Planning Committee. He
holds his own in a room full of teachers,
staff, board members and community
leaders. He is a very impressive young
man, and everyone at Walther is proud to
have him here!

Nathan Goman
My name is Nathan Goman and I am
currently a junior at Walther Christian
Academy. Walther is a great place
that has helped me mature into the
person I am today, not just
academically, but spiritually as well.
At Walther, I am involved in many
extra-curricular activities such as
Wind Ensemble, Jazz Band, the
Drama Department, Aura, and more.
My favorite class at Walther is Art
class and my favorite teacher is Mr.
Carnehl. Before going to Walther, I
went to a school called Midwestern
Christian Academy.

University (B.A. in Political Science), and
DePaul University (Juris Doctor). I was
sworn into the Illinois Bar as an attorney in
2003 and placed that career on hold to
raise a family.
I am blessed with a 24-year marriage to my
wonderful husband, three teenage boys
who attended Trinity Burr Ridge, and a 4 yr
old St. Bernard named Abby. I’m a lifelong
Lutheran who was raised in Summit and
was baptized at Zion. I’ve been a member
of Trinity Burr Ridge for almost 30 yrs. I
believe in serving others as our Lord &
Savior teaches. I have volunteered for the
Argo Summit Bedford Park Women’s Club
as Secretary and Chairman of the Ways
and Means Committee, DuPage PADS,
Bridge Communities, Plainfield Central
HS’s Booster Club, Morningstar Mission of
Joliet, and Trinity Burr Ridge as a member
of the Board of Education, Board of Family
Life, and President of the PTL.

Taris Ellison
Hi! I am TJ Ellison and I am a sophomore here
at Walther high school. I am from Illinois. I’ve
been at Walther since 7th grade. Before I
attended Walther in the high school building,
there was lower school that I was in from 5th to
6th grade.
Walther has a great environment and the
teachers and staff always try their best to make
sure you succeed. I participate in basketball and
track. The academics at Walther challenge me
to be the best I can be.
In the future, I want to pursue a career in
basketball. Other things I want to do in the
future is have a business of my own.

My goal for the future is to better
myself in any way that I can, whether
that be spiritually, artistically,
musically, or academically. I look
forward to next year!

Register for Bucking Bronco 5K Run/Walk
at www.walther.com today!

To Our Donors...
Walther would not exist
without you!

Donate to Walther

Walther Christian Academy | www.Walther.com

To all ALUMNI: We are
asking every one of you,
regardless of where you are in life, to please
consider including Walther Christian
Academy in your will.
Leaving a legacy at Walther means that
more students will experience the joy of
attending a school that truly cares about
them and that your legacy will be helping
students tomorrow.

Please contact
Sally_Ruecking@WaltherAcadamy.org to
discuss your wishes.





