We are Walther, honoring our past, changing with the times, preparing for our pathway to the future.
From the desk of our Advancement Director.

August 2021

Tim Bouman, Head of School
The 21-22 school year has begun! Walther is proud
to open its doors this fall to 270 students, including
a freshman class of 70, making this year's the
highest enrollment in some time. We thank God we
will have the opportunity to serve all of these
families and prepare our students for a fulfilling
lifetime of purpose, learning, and service. Our
theme this year is "God's gift of grace" and our
Bible verse is Ephesians 2: 8-9 "8 For by grace you
have been saved through faith. And this is not your
own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of
works, so that no one may boast." This powerful
statement reminds us of God's unconditional and undeserved love that He
yet bestows upon us. In response, we are setting our sights on a year of
excellence at Walther, sharing this grace and providing the best
experience for our students that we can. Although we are not yet
completely out of the woods yet in terms of the pandemic, we are moving
forward with a more "normal" school year of in-person learning, regular
sports, and fine arts activities, and weekly worship in the gym. We may
still be wearing masks, but this year smiles are beneath them. It's a new
day at Walther, and we would love to see you on campus to welcome you
home. As a wise man once said, It's a great day to be a Bronco!

Sally Ruecking, Director of Advancement
School is in session and the students are here... all
of them! It's so good to see students in the
classrooms, halls, and at Chapel!
Our athletic events have begun, clubs are starting

to meet, and the student council is making plans for
homecoming week. We have two special class
reunions on Friday September 24 where there will
be receptions held in the school, and then the
homecoming game on Saturday the 25th. Walther
plans on hosting a reception Friday night for all
alumni.
Both the classes of 1970 and 1971 plan to gather at
the school and elsewhere. Following Chapel on
Saturday morning, tours will be conducted by Tim Bouman, Head of School
and me. Also on Saturday, there will be a 9 am softball pick-up game hosted
by alumni. Then there will be a traditional brat cookout at our Boosters Café,
followed by the 1 pm football game. We hope if you are in the area, you will
stop by to enjoy the festivities, even if your class doesn’t have a planned
reunion. Again, all alumni are welcome to come back, tour the school, see the
updated grounds and field and check out the paver path. And, if you haven’t
already, please purchase a paver brick to commemorate your time at Walther
Christian Academy. You can follow the link below to order your brick.
If you were in the class of 1970 and you‘d like more information, please email:
Beverly Raschke Allison at Beverlyjean1951@gmail.com or Ed Bussert at
ecbussert@gmail.com.

Meet Diane Palumbo, our
new counselor!
Ms. Diane Palumbo joins the
Walther Christian Academy
family with a rich background in
business administration,
theology, and school
counseling. She earned her B.A.
in Business Administration at
Saint Xavier University, M.A. in
Religious Studies at Chicago
Theological Seminary, and
School Counseling credentials at

Meet Matt Escobedo, our
new P.E. teacher!
Matt Escobedo is Walther's new
full-time high school Physical
Education teacher for the 20212022 school year.
Matt attended Concordia
University Chicago and
graduated with a B.A. in
Philosophy with minors in

Concordia University Chicago.
After a fulfilling career at a global
investment banking firm,
Houlihan Lokey Howard & Zukin,
she embarked on a “selfimposed” sabbatical at Chicago
Theological Seminary not only to
explore her faith, but many faith
traditions through the consortium
of seminaries in Hyde Park. One
of her fondest memories of this
time was studying the Book of
Mark at the Lutheran School of
Theology at Chicago.
Before attending Concordia
University Chicago, she served
as Patrons Program Director at
the Big Shoulders Fund
organization whose mission is to
provide quality values based
education opportunities to
Chicago’s children.
Before coming to Walther, Ms.
Palumbo was the Counseling
Director at St. Joseph High
School for thirteen years up until
their closure this past
spring. There she was
responsible for Academic,
Social/Emotional and
Career/College Counseling
Programs. As one door closed,
another opened. Her most
important goal for the first year at
Walther Christian Academy will
be all about getting acquainted
with students, the culture and
learning more about their needs,
interests, and post-high school
plans.
Ms. Palumbo is married to Scott
Mortenson (Walther Class of
1973). They currently live in Oak
Park and enjoy travel, golf, and
hiking with their six-year-old Irish
Wolfhound, Renegade.

Psychology and
Sociology. Before his time at
Walther, Matt worked as a Senior
PC Support
Specialist. Recently, Matt obtaine
d a graduate certificate from
Liberty University in Sports
Management. He is also working
on his Montessori Sports
Fundamentals Certificate
from Association Montessori
Internationale.
In his free time, Matt enjoys, you
guessed it, playing volleyball
recreationally and in competitive
leagues. He has been married to
his courageous and charming
wife Caitlin for 8 years, and both
live in Brookfield.
Matt's desire to teach at Walther
resulted from the support by the
staff and family atmosphere of
the Walther community. Matt is
very excited to help guide
Walther students into becoming
lifelong movers this year!
Let's go, Broncos!

Student Council 2021-2022
The student council have met
and decided to create an
"Enchanted Evening theme."
They are working on designing t-

shirts to wear homecoming week,
and will be decorating the halls
on Friday, September 24 starting
at 8 am. If any alumni would like
to pitch in, you are welcome to
get back into the "Bronco Spirit"
with our students and Student
Council teacher-leader Jenna
Micko.
Class of 2022
Grace Leininger -President
Ethan Gonzalez -Vice President
Aiden Koehne -Treasurer
Jacob Kimble -Secretary
Class of 2023
Jordan Micko-Vogt
Karen Perez
Leslie Velazquez
Our walkway is growing, but it is
missing YOU! Please go to our
website and purchase a paver.
Twice a year, our newly engraved
pavers will be installed. Be a
permanent part of Walther
Christian Academy!

Class of 2024
Matthew Eden
Daniel Seabaugh
Kilee Wilkens

Pavers are a great way to honor
your time here at Walther, can be
a lasting memorial to loved ones,
or can even be a great birthday
or Christmas gift for a friend or
relative.
If you are in the area, please
come take a look at the new
paver walk as well as our
beautiful landscaping upgrades!

To Our Donors...
Walther would not exist
without you!
To all ALUMNI: We are

asking every one of you, regardless of where
you are in life, to please consider including
Walther Christian Academy in your will.
Leaving a legacy at Walther means that
more students will experience the joy of
attending a school that truly cares about
them and that your legacy will be helping
students tomorrow.

Please contact
Sally_Ruecking@WaltherAcadamy.org to
discuss your wishes.

Donate to Walther
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