
We are Walther, honoring our past, changing with the times, preparing for our pathway to the future.
From the desk of our Advancement Director.

June 2021June 2021

Tim Bouman, Head of School

Summer is here! We thank God for guiding us safely through one
of the most challenging school years in memory. Fifteen 8th

Graders were promoted last Friday from our Middle School, with
twelve of them planning to continue their HS years at Walther.
Then on Sunday, May 30th we graduated 55 Seniors on our
football field—a pandemic tradition that we may just continue
doing, weather permitting! 87% of them are heading to college in
the fall, including schools such as Knox, Concordia University
Chicago, Loyola, University of Illinois-Urbana, UIC, Clark in
Atlanta, Gustavus Adolphus, and the Merchant Marine Academy,
just to name a few. We are so proud of all of them for staying
focused and finishing strong!
While it was a challenging school year, we all kept focused on our
scripture verse for the year, Joshua 1:9: “Have I not commanded
you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not
be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.”

God indeed led us through, and especially over the last month or so, a feeling of relief,
lightness, and hope really set in. We are so excited for next year, in which everyone will return
for 100% in-person instruction, and in which we are projected to have an enrollment increase
for the first time in four years. Great things are happening at Walther, and we hope to welcome
you back to campus in 21-22. Until then, God bless your summer!

PS Save the date—Our Homecoming Football Game will be Saturday, September 25th!

Sally Ruecking, Director of Advancement

Happy June!
Tomorrow is Walther Christian Academy’s first annual Bucking
Bronco 5K Run/Walk! I am grateful for the nearly 150 participants
who have registered and to our volunteers that include alumni,
staff, teachers, parents, and students.  This community is a
wonderful blend of Walther and represents who we are.
In reflecting on the past year (arguably the weirdest year for us all)
I am constantly in awe of our supporters. We have an incredible

base of named scholarships that now totals 26. The newest endowment is from Christ Lutheran
Church of Oak Park who has donated $240,000 to Walther to support our students. While their
church has now closed, their legacy is left to those who will carry on their tradition of ministry.



Our students keep us grounded—not just our teachers, but staff and administration, too. If I could
describe our students in one word, it would be: resilience. According to the online Webster Dictionary,
resilience is a noun that means “the capacity to recover quickly from difficulties; toughness.” Amen!
Our students have been remarkable and continue to have hope. A small group of students wanted so
much to bring back Aura, Walther’s publication for Aura that features Visual Arts and writing; essays,
chapters of books they have written, poetry, and prose, and they needed help. What we created
together as a small team is fantastic, and features works of all ages, including middle school. Many
thanks to Able Printing and Doris Christopher for donating to Aura so we could keep the printing cost
down! If you are interested in a copy, please email me.
Thank you for being a part of our Walther community. I can’t wait to see what the next school year
brings for us!

And, if you haven't given yet: Our 2021 Semi-Annual Appeal “Raise Your Hands, Open Your
Hearts, Change Lives” was mailed last month. I hope that you enjoyed some of the comments from
our grateful students. Please support this campaign to the fullest extent you can. As the last Lutheran
High School in Chicagoland, campaigns, appeals, and events are crucial to the work that we do and
the students whom we serve! Thank you!

Alicia Sharp, Student
I'm Alicia Sharp, Class of 2022. I grew up
in Chicago. Life wasn't all that great mostly
because of the elementary school I
graduated from 3 years ago. I used to
attend St. Angela School. I never seemed
to fit in at all. Even if I tried to fit in I got
bullied constantly. At least I still stayed
strong after all that. The only thing that kept
me going is my best friend. Anyway,
besides all that I experienced I always
continued to be positive by doing what I
like to do in my spare time!

I'm a video editor and an artist plus I can
sing as well (but I keep that talent hidden
mostly because I really don't want to sing
in front of people.) I started video editing
about 5 to 6 years ago. I wanted to do
something to make people happy so I
taught myself how to video edit then upload
those videos to my YouTube Channel for
everyone to see.

I like Walther Christian Academy because

Pastor David Seabaugh,
Immanuel Lutheran
Church, Elmhurst, IL 
Following Jesus is quite the
adventure. Currently God has me serving
as the Senior Pastor of Immanuel
Lutheran Church and School in
Elmhurst, IL. I came to Elmhurst in 2016
after spending 11 years at Bethel
Lutheran Church in St. Paul, MN. Prior to
that I completed my seminary studies
at Concordia Seminary in St. Louis. 
My passion is to encourage people to
follow Jesus and to understand His calling
in simple, beautiful ways. In 2014 I took a
sabbatical to author a discipleship
curriculum called the Harvest Incubator for
Mission formerly administered through



it's so much better than my last school.
Everyone's nice here and I get to meet
new people. The memories that I make and
will make at Walther are ones I will never
forget. I'm not really sure which college I
want to go to yet but for sure I want to be a
video editor and an artist. In addition, I will
continue to practice playing the guitar in
my spare time.

Editors Note: Alicia is one of the core
groups of students who is on the Aura Staff
and helped push for its reincarnation this
year-in spite of Covid!

Announcing: Walther Theatre
presents: You're a Good Man,
Charlie Brown on June 19 at 7
pm and June 20 at both 2:30
pm and 7:30 pm

With a beautiful backdrop curtain
donated by CLEF as one of their "Dream
Awards," Walther students will perform
"You're a Good man, Charlie Brown"
that was produced in 1967 as an Off-
Broadway comedy. Its music and lyrics
were written by Clark Gesner and was
based on the beloved characters
created by Charles M. Schultz in the
comic strip "Peanuts." This musical has
been a popular choice for amateur and
school productions because of its small
cast and simple stage.

This is a family-friendly event! Tickets
are $8 for adults, $5 for students, and $1
for Walther students with an ID. For
additional information, please call the
school. Please join us!

LINC – Twin Cities . (Check out my
“sabbati-blog.”) Incorporated into that
process is a powerful method for
illustrating the Christian faith called Agape
Sticks. Check out my Agape Sticks
YouTube site to learn how to easily
explain the Christian faith with simple
illustrations using stick figures and arrows.  
In addition to my work as a pastor I have
served in various capacities with
the Minnesota South District of the LC-
MS, Concordia Academy, Central
Lutheran School, LINC – Twin Cities, and
currently am a member of the Board of
Directors of the World Mission Prayer
League. I am also a part of the Strategic
Planning Committee at Walther.

I live in Elmhurst with my wife Ruth, a
Walther teacher and my children.
The life I intended for myself was in the
field of music. I have a BA from Truman
State University in Kirksville, MO in the
area of music composition, specializing in
choral composition. While my time now is
spent more writing sermons than music, I
still enjoy writing the occasional hymn and
choral setting.



Tyara Morales,
Language Arts
Teacher/Middle
School Lead
Teacher

      Greetings! I am Mrs.
Morales, and I am
completing my fourth year
at Walther Christian
Academy. I have been a
middle level educator for
over 9 years, and have
had previous experience
working in the public and
charter school systems.
Education runs in my
family, and my passion for
this career path has only
grown over time with all
the classes of students I
have had the privilege to
meet and teach. Out of all
of the schools where I
have worked as an
educator, I must say that
Walther is the one that is
most like a family. My
students, colleagues, and
administrators are all
caring and share a
cohesive bond that
supports learning and
strong social emotional
development that is long
lasting. I believe that
Walther gives students a
strong educational
experience that is different
than other schools
because they are able to
develop life-long
friendships and

Kip Pygman,
Walther Board
Vice-Chair
Kip became the new
Illinois Virtual School
(IVS) director in July of
2018. IVS is our State's
official supplemental non-
profit 6-12th grade virtual
learning course provider.
Prior to his work at IVS,
Kip was the inaugural
director of the Expanding
Learning Opportunities
Consortium (eLo) where
for four years he led an
online learning
consortium comprised of
three Illinois school
districts across Naperville
and Wheaton. Kip spent
the first ten years of his
professional career at
Leyden High Schools
starting as a business
instructor and serving in
other leadership roles
including an online
learning coordinator,
response to intervention
director, and the men's
cross-country coach.
Kip holds a master’s in
educational leadership
from Concordia
University and a master’s
of educational technology
from Boise State
University. Kip currently
sits on the Board of
Directors as the Vice-
Chair for Walther
Christian Academy and is
also a board member for
the International Advisory
Board for Online Learning

Matt
Sakowsky,
Social Studies
Teacher
My name is Matt
Sakosky, and I am a
Social Studies teacher at
Walther. While this is my
first year at here, I have
been teaching for nine
years, all at private high
schools. I currently teach
AP Government,
Government, World
Studies, and also
Psychology. I enjoy the
private high school
community because it is
basically one big family. I
am able to get to know
the students throughout
their high school careers
and watch them grow into
(hopefully) functioning
adults. 
I grew up on the
Northwest side of
Chicago and attended
Illinois State University
with a Bachelor of
Science in History
Education.
This summer I plan on
trying to relax from this
past school year. I would
like to golf more than
usual and spend time
with my niece. 



memorable relationships
with teachers.

Side note: Our talented
teachers Samantha Rose
and Malory Mack threw a
baby shower last week at
the school. Tyara and her
husband are ready to
welcome their baby girl
soon!

at the Illinois Math and
Science Academy. 
Kip has a passion for
running including spoiling
his six nieces and
nephews. Both of Kip's
parents, Rick Pygman
and Patti Carroll,
attended WCA alongside
all five of his aunts and
uncles. Kip is recently
engaged to his lovely
fiancé, Christine. Kip
serves on Walther's
board because of the
profound positive impact
WCA had on his life
particularly the teachers
who inspired, motivated,
and helped shape his
future.

To Our Donors...To Our Donors...

Donate to Walther

Walther would not exist
without you!

To all ALUMNI: We are
asking every one of you,

regardless of where you are in life, to please
consider including Walther Christian

Academy in your will.
Leaving a legacy at Walther means that
more students will experience the joy of
attending a school that truly cares about
them and that your legacy will be helping

students tomorrow.


Please contact
Sally_Ruecking@WaltherAcadamy.org to

discuss your wishes.
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