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Tim Bouman, Head of School

Walther Family,

Greetings in the name of Christ! As summer slowly
turns to fall there is a LOT going on at Walther these
days. It is almost hard to believe that just a short
time ago so many of the events of our school simply
were not happening. By the grace of God it is
wonderful to be in the midst of a more normal school
year. Here is just a sampling of what is going on at
the corner of 9th and Chicago:
·        We recently welcomed the Class of 1970 back

to campus along with alumni from all decades at our Homecoming Game
—which our football team won!
·        Our Christian Day of Service saw our students packing meals with
Feed My Starving Children, writing letters of encouragement to health
care workers, and serving the school right here at Walther.
·        The Drama Club is busy building the set and rehearsing for our fall
production of Clue!
·        Our Strategic Planning Committee is wrapping up its work and will
soon be sharing its Plan, which will guide our work for the coming years.
·        We are celebrating Hispanic Heritage Month with flags of all
Spanish-speaking nations on display throughout the school.
·        With all students learning in-person and with our second-highest
enrollment in eight years, the halls and classrooms are filled with students
preparing for their futures and getting to know Christ’s love.
Thanks to all those who support Walther, and please, as always, keep us
in your prayers!

Sally Ruecking, Director of Advancement

https://youtu.be/6AMdmuCJI3s
http://www.thrivent.com
http://www.clefchicago.org


Dear friends of Walther,

Fall is always busy, but especially if you are a
student at Walther Christian Academy. Our
students are involved in numerous clubs and
activities that engage their minds and bodies. I
am especially proud of the students who have
chosen to join me in the art and literature club
called “Aura.” Last year, a small group of in-
person learners gathered to form the Aura Club,

discuss art, poetry, essays, digital art, and the fact that art moves people, heals
the soul, and alleviates the stress of our lives. In a troubling year of division,
discord, and uncertainty, the club produced a beautiful book featuring the
works of our students.

This year, Aura is growing and we have added a learning component to
enhance our knowledge of art in the world. We have discussed the American
Playwright David Mamet, the poetry of Nikki Giovanni, the impressionism
paintings of Maurice Prendergast, James Whistler, Vincent Van Gogh and
Claude Monet. We watched videos of current American Poets of color. We are
also planning a field trip to visit the National Museum of Mexican Art. As the
Advancement Director, spending time with Walther students gives me
tremendous perspective on their lives that includes how Walther is influencing
them. This translates to wonderful conversations with Alumni and Donors that
are compelled to support our school and students.

Recently, during Homecoming Weekend, we hosted alumni from the school’s
early years. Although now our student body is a more diverse one, the stories
told were not much different than what I hear from students today. Walther is a
safe school that embraces all students’ interests. And, Walther changes lives.
 
Thanks to you, Walther is still here. Please think of Walther as you give to your
favorite charity. Currently I am writing the newest Annual Report which will
feature the fiscal year 2020-2021, our activities, our top 2021 graduates, and
our audited financials. Our goal is to keep you informed of everything we do, to
communicate effectively, to be transparent with the gifts you bless us with, and
to honor you, our donors.

Again, thank you for all you do to support Walther, and Happy Fall! 



WALTHER EVENTS!

In 2022, there are several events
you can attend to support Walther!

Mark your calendars!

February 19, 2022 at 6 pm
Bronco Benefit at Maggiano's
Little Italy, Schaumburg, IL

February 26, 2022 at 6 pm
Second Annual Virtual Bronco

Benefit will be hosted across the
USA via Zoom

March 4, 2022
New Event: Bronco Benefit Junior
6 pm at the school. This event is

for Alumni Classes of 1990 to 2021

June 4, 2022
Second Annual Bucking Bronco

Run/Walk at the school and
surrounding neighborhood

WALTHER STUDENTS IN
SERVICE TO OTHERS

On September 23 and 27, 99
students at Walther participated in
our Christian Day of Service to
support the non-profit organization
Feed My Starving Children.

Meals were packed to distribute to
children at risk of starvation in nations
abroad.

Thank you to our teachers for

Our STEM Program is
GROWING!

Last Spring, we received a $5000
grant from the WingStop Foundation
to enhance our STEM program. With
the grant, we purchased robotics and
science kits.

The forensic science kits will be used
in conjunction with a unit taught
during freshman Integrated Science.
Previously, when this unit was taught,
forensics methods were modeled
using everyday materials such as
stamp pads for collecting fingerprints,
paper towels for ink analysis
chromatography, and zip close
sandwich bags for evidence
collection. The concept behind the
unit is that a crime has
been committed and the students
must learn about and use forensic
methods to ascertain the culprit.
Faculty and staff have generously
volunteered to be suspects (and
culprits) for this unit, submitting their
evidence for analysis. The new kits
will give our students the opportunity
to use methods and materials that are
closer to the "real thing" that law
enforcement agencies would use in
their investigations. We are looking
forward to using these kits!

The robotics kits are also very
exciting! Mrs. Ueltzen is in the
process of doing some online
professional development to decide
how to best implement this



organizing and transporting our
students to help a worthwhile cause.
The lesson our students learned from
this experience helps them to serve
others, feel a connection to those
who need grace, and to feel
compassion for others less fortunate.

Walther is thrilled that Mrs.
Boyer has returned to teach at
Walther!

Mrs. Lori Boyer brings Christian love,
energy, and twenty years of
experience in choral conducting,
music education and vocal
performance to her work as choral
director and general music teacher at
Walther Christian Academy. Mrs.
Boyer began teaching at Walther in
2004. In 2019 she became the
Assistant Music Director of Anima –
Glen Ellyn Children’s Chorus. Mrs.
Boyer joyfully returned to Walther in
2021, continuing her work with
Anima. She is thrilled to return to
Walther’s unique, Christ-centered
community and its wonderful
students, families, and staff. 

Under Mrs. Boyer’s direction the
Walther choirs expanded to six
ensembles, three of which performed
regularly throughout the Chicagoland
area and on tours across the country.
She also teaches elementary and
middle school choir and general
music, and has served as clinician
and adjudicator for elementary,
middle, and high school choral and
solo/ensemble festivals.
Mrs. Boyer holds degrees in Voice

technology in the STEM curriculum.
She is currently considering
incorporating coding/robotics into the
Earth/Space science courses at both
the middle and high school levels
during the study of space and space
exploration. The concept is that
students would create a rover of sorts
that can complete a certain task. This
project is in development and will be
rolled out to students this spring.
 
The STEM program at Walther
continues to grow and develop to
meet the needs of our students.
Walther's program is different from
many others in that STEM is
incorporated into and connected with
the curriculum being taught. Many
other schools isolate STEM as a
separate course or extracurricular
activity. We are seeking to blend it
into our existing course standards,
thus giving STEM a more direct
relationship to Science courses.
Being able to incorporate new
technology, developing new projects
with curricular connections and
utilizing the resources we currently
have will continue to make Walther's
STEM program competitive and
attractive to both current students and
prospective students.



Performance (Valparaiso University)
and Music Education (Concordia
University Chicago), which inform her
commitment to preparing students to
sing quality Christian choral repertoire
with healthy vocal technique for a
lifetime of joy and excellence in
music-making. Mrs. Boyer has sung
professionally as a soloist and
ensemble member with various
Chicagoland ensembles, and has
taught private voice for 20 years. 
Mrs. Boyer enjoys making music with
her husband, Maurice Boyer
(Professor of Music at Concordia
University Chicago). 

(Today, Walther had an unexpected
Fire Drill, Mrs. Boyer quickly
summoned her students to sing
songs like "Oh, When the Saints,
Come Marching In" making
standing in the drizzling rain a
festive occasion!)

Our next paver installation will
be at the end of October!

The time is NOW to become a
permanent part of Walther by
purchasing an engraved paver
today! You can purchase one on
our website by clicking the link
above to honor your time here at
Walther, thank a parent for
sending you here, thank a
teacher or honor someone's
memory.

Pavers are $200 each.

ALUMNI HEEDS CALL TO
ACTION!

A very special thank you to
David Zemke, Class of 1971

and Milton Boeger,
Class of 1962

who directed their significant
IRA's to Walther recently.

You are STILL Walther!

To Our Donors...To Our Donors...
Walther would not exist

without you!

To all ALUMNI: We are
asking every one of you,

regardless of where you are in life, to
consider including Walther Christian



Donate to Walther

Academy in your will.
Leaving a legacy at Walther means that
more students will experience the joy of

attending a school that truly cares
about them and that your legacy will be

helping students tomorrow.


Please contact
Sally_Ruecking@WaltherAcadamy.org

to discuss your wishes.

Walther Christian Academy | www.Walther.com
   

https://secure.educationalnetworks.net/apps/s/donations/create_quick.jsp?ech=walther.com&h=walther.com
https://www.facebook.com/WaltherChristianAcademy
https://www.instagram.com/walther_christian_academy/

