
We are Walther, honoring our past, changing with the times, preparing for our pathway to the future.
From the desk of our Advancement Director.

September 2021September 2021

Tim Bouman, Head of School

Walther Family,

Greetings in the name of Christ from the corner of
9th and Chicago! As we head into week three of
the new school year, I just want to share with you a
day that is already a highlight of the year, a day
that really symbolizes what this year has been like
so far. Last Friday our students had a normal day
of classes that culminated in a Campfire and Pep
Rally at the end of the day. Our praise band had
the students dancing in the bleachers as we
worshipped together, and the feeling was electric:

270 (masked) students standing up, praising God with song. Then all of
our sports teams were recognized as they began their seasons: football,
cheer, volleyball, cross country, golf, and tennis, and the students showed
much support to one another. After school our girls volleyball team was
scheduled to play a match, but since the opponent did not show up, we
held an impromptu faculty vs. students volleyball game against the varsity
girls. It felt like a family outing! Athletes' families watched from the stands
as the faculty narrowly lost (wait until next year!) and a good time was had
by all. Then in the evening, our football team took the field for our Friday
Night Lights game vs. Westmont. Alumni from every decade joined us in
the stands as the pep band and cheerleaders brought the school spirit
and the Boosters brought some delicious food! The whole day just felt
right. It was an eventful, fun, and nearly "normal" day of high school for
the whole extended Walther family. To cap it all off, we beat Westmont
15-8. Go Broncos! We thank God for a successful start of school and pray
for His grace throughout the year. 

Sally Ruecking, Director of Advancement

https://youtu.be/6AMdmuCJI3s
http://www.thrivent.com
http://www.clefchicago.org


Happy September, Walther Family!

This is the third week of the school year, and our
students are settling into their new routine of all in-
person learning with masks on. Both athletics events
and clubs are meeting, and it finally feels like fall!
Thank you to all of our alumni who have supported the
recent Alumni Campaign 2021. Your donations, either
for unrestricted revenue to the school or to our
Landscaping and Building Fund help keep our school
running.

We are still hosting reunions on Friday, September 24, and on Sunday,
September 25 at Homecoming. If your class still wants to have a reunion,
please let me know at Sally_Ruecking@WaltherAcademy.org as soon as
possible. We are hosting the Class of 1971’s reunion and can also
accommodate other classes. Even if your class doesn’t have an “official”
reunion, anyone who is an alumnus can attend. We have a local Taco Truck
which will be providing food on Friday night, and tables and chairs by decades
will be set up and spread apart so that everyone feels safe. If you plan on
joining us Friday night, please mail a check for $25 to my attention. This will
cover one taco dinner, and two of either beer or water. You can also go to our
website, donate to the Alumni Campaign, and in the notes section write
“Alumni Dinner 9/24.” You will also have the opportunity to pay that evening.

Homecoming Weekend Schedule:

·        8 Am Fri. Sep. 24; Students will be decorating the school for their dance.
If any alum would like to help them, just show up!
·        5:00 pm Fri. Sep.24, check-in for Class of 1971 and ALL Alumni who want
to tour the school and enjoy our Taco Truck and beverages. Dinner is from 6
pm until 7:30 pm. The library will feature Walther artifacts that we hope will
bring back great memories of your years here!
·        9:00 am Sat. Sep. 25, Erin Stanley Memorial Softball Game, organized by
Alum Amanda Ziupsnys. This is a yearly event that honors the life of Erin
Stanley, Class of 2004 who passed away at the age of 26. If you are interested
in participating, please contact Amanda at Virgo3mom@yahoo.com
·        11:00 am Alumni Chapel Service in the school; tours led by Tim Bouman
and Sally Ruecking right after Chapel.
·        11:30 Boosters Café will be open on the field to purchase lunch.
·        Walther Football Game: 1 pm Sat. Varsity Game, Walther vs. Christ the
King. All alumni are welcome to “take a lap” at half-time displaying their school
decade. We will have signs at the game!

I truly hope so many of you can attend, and please introduce yourself!

mailto:Sally_Ruecking@WaltherAcademy.org
mailto:Virgo3mom@yahoo.com


Meet Caitlin Escobedo,
our new Manager of
Advancement!
While Caitlin Escobedo is not
new to the Walther family (as she
has been working with the theater
department) she is thrilled to take
on a new role with the
Advancement Team as their new
Advancement Manager this year.
Caitlin graduated from Concordia
University Chicago with a BA in
theater. Prior to her time with
Walther, she was a Montessori
teacher for the infant/toddler
community at Seton Montessori
in Clarendon Hills. She is also a
Birth Worker and Childbirth
Educator for her business, Esco
Birth & Family. 

In her free time, Caitlin enjoys
listening to and reading books,
painting, and playing tabletop
games. She has been married to
her husband Matt for 8 years,
and both live in Brookfield. 

What started out as just coming
in to help with the theater
department - quickly developed
into something more. Caitlin has
loved being at Walther
surrounded by the students,
faculty, and staff. When this
position came up - it was a
forgone conclusion that she
would apply and make her time at

Meet Matt Sakowsky, our
Social Studies teacher!
My name is Matt Sakosky, a
Social Studies teacher at
Walther. I grew up on Chicago's
Northwest side and went to
school in the area before
attending Illinois State University,
where I received a Bachelor's of
Science in History Education.  

While this is my second year at
Walther, I have been teaching for
ten years, all at private high
schools. I currently teach AP
Government, Government, and
World Studies. I enjoy the private
high school environment because
it is such a welcoming
community. I am able to get to
know the students throughout
their high school careers and
watch them grow. Walther has
been one of the friendliest and
welcoming communities that I
have ever been a part of. It is
truly a joy to come to work every
day!



Walther official!

Please consider being a
permanent part of Walther by
purchasing an engraved paver.
You can purchase one on our
website by clicking the link above
to honor your time here at
Walther, thank a parent for
sending you here, thank a
teacher or honor someone's
memory. Pavers are $200 each
and forms will be available on
both Friday and Saturday during
our Homecoming Weekend!

To Our Donors...To Our Donors...

Donate to Walther

Walther would not exist
without you!

To all ALUMNI: We are
asking every one of you,

regardless of where you are in life, to please
consider including Walther Christian

Academy in your will.
Leaving a legacy at Walther means that
more students will experience the joy of
attending a school that truly cares about
them and that your legacy will be helping

students tomorrow.


Please contact
Sally_Ruecking@WaltherAcadamy.org to

discuss your wishes.

https://secure.educationalnetworks.net/apps/s/donations/create_quick.jsp?ech=walther.com&h=walther.com
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